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father's brother, Richard Chamberlain; William and
George Kenrick; and Thomas Martineau and Charles
Beale, of whom the latter was four times Lord Mayor.
The cousin was Ernest Martineau, son of Thomas
Martineau, who was in office when the war broke out,
and who immediately left the city in command of
one of its Territorial battalions. Mr. Neville Chamber-
lain held his father's exalted view of the dignity of
municipal service, and in his new position he never
spared himself.    The Lord Mayor of a provincial
city has more opportunities than the Lord Mayor
of London of impressing his personality upon his
fellow citizens, and of taking the initiative.   Perhaps
this is inevitable, but if in the provinces the duties of
the position are arduous, they are less cut-and-dried.
The Lord Mayor is ex officio a member of every com-
mittee of the Corporation,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain
made a habit of attending their meetings as far as
possible, with the result that he was intimately con-
nected with every aspect of the municipal work being
carried out in the city. Nor was this the extent of his
labours.    He paid the closest attention to the work
of the University, never allowed his interest in the
hospitals to flag, and did everything he could to
enable the normal life of the great city to be carried
on in spite of the war, though the repercussions of
the latter naturally took up a great deal of his time.
The measure of Birmingham's gratitude was his re-
election.

It was at this period that he began to attract atten-
tion for his financial ability, and perhaps the most
important permanent feature of his mayoralty was the
establishment of a War Savings Bank, which after-
wards developed into the Birmingham Municipal